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An REO of Ain the Ret | 
gion Buſineſs of the Day, will juſtify me in ma | B 
king choice of this Subze&, for the enſuing Di 
rel See we are not only call d upon by H 
Excellent and Orthodox Church, to pre d 

— ur Minds by proper Meditations, for Met 
ay Commemoration 'of Chrift's Comnig in the Fleſ 
. 45 the Works of: pow). and ali to con 
ſi $ ſecond Coming, to judge the World 
Power 1 great Gloy e Po we are alſo Conven 


{ Proclamation, to obſerve this Day as 


woe ae Humiliatipn, of Pai Puig 
rt or imploring the Continuance df 


Bleſſings upon our King and his Subjectę for. per 
| petwating Peace, c Safety, and P56 ſpifity W Ur and 
our Kingdoms ; and for Auerting thoſe Fudgments 
due to our Tran greſſois, and ſuch, as have bees 
july, inflicted upon many Thouſands/of Soul 


Ins. Neighbouring Natien, and vet Ferad venture I 
not greater Sinner than Ve; who by the good 
Providence of God, have yet Eſcaped nh 
I ſhall not nau detain you with a Character of 
the Author of this Celeftial Meſſage ; the Forerun- 


ner of our Bleſſed Lord; nor as yet: entertain you 
with, a long Relation of that ſpitefigl Gre, th 
Progeny. of Scribes and Bharz ſees, who renne 4 
their Security upon their Deſcent. from Abraban, 
and the Pretenſions to God's. Favour. on the ac· 


count alone of their being mm * 
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| But ingenetal} 1 ſhall'Evince, as tis obvious 
from the Text; thit thin Nation, nor no Nation 
| Prople whatſoever (Either then or ſince) ought 
(depend upen any particular pretended Privi- 
bats. und Favours, and peremptorily conclude 
heinfetves Exempted the judgments from Hea- 
n, notwithſtanding their Continuancè in their 
uns : But, on the contrary, that Mens good Lives 
ad eighteoks Action, are the only Privileges to 
A theta to preſent, And eternal future Hap- 
neſs,” TESTS O-L. 315303 k 11 


Theſe following Propoſitions then, are what 
a ſhall ground the ſubſequent Diſcourſe upon, 
ee thence raiſe me neceſſary and perti- 
nent Speculatiohs and Obſervations. 
$ | 
6 


I; That no wicked Nation or Fople can pretend 
Privilege, Protection or Extmption from Divine 


Threatuings and Judgments, 


II. That the Nature of Mankind is ſuch, that 
A. in time of Peace and Security, they will be 
"" "Rebellious and Freligious : Eſpecially while 
* furcounded with ſuch a proſperous Indulgence. 


d 


Nikos, the nobleſt Reformers of a vicious and 
ut] debanch'd Nation. 
3 ———— Rt IV, That 


1m. That Judgment; are the moſt Amicable Mo- 
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18 no rr Nation or People, 
11 ; pretend, Priviledge, | Protefion or Exempt 
from Divine Threatnings or Judgments. k 
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And this is immediately apparent; as Wie 
"edneſs, whether general or particular, is ince 5 
"ſtent with Gor 's Goyernment of the World, 


directly claſhes with his Vi ſdom, Fuſtice, Gn 
bo. and Truth. 


dad as Govertior of the World es La 
to Men, and in Conſequence requires => 
be obey'd ; promili ng to dhe God And Bad, R 
wards of a quite different kind. 

Non tho theſe Rewards and Pur iT nlents « 
not give ſuch a Force to Bis Laws, $9 to mak 
them Obligatory, ſince they. wou wit 
gut em: Yet ſinee they are pl be Gn 
Screen and Security to theſe Laws, order , ir 
gage Men more clofely to their Duty; z to ognit th 
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them, tho it cold not indeed Conch Obe 
ton; yet (confidering how inclinable Men are 


to Diſokedience) twould undoubtedly leave the 
; Jud themſelves leſs ſecur d; and expoſe the 
Authority of the Gouernowr, to the Waaler apy 
Inſults of | the Subjefts. | 
And this I can make appear by e Caſes; 
and common. Obſervations, in all Governments 
among Men : Where, if the Penalties of the 
Law be not inflicted upon Offenders, it makes 
Ferſons (baſely inclin d) careleſs of their 
Duty, and (which is moſt diſhonourable to 
any Government) grow bold and impudent in 
their Sins. 
Hence I obſerve, that we ſee I oe nickel 
Children, and even, Servants in Families, who 
might have been illoftrious Examples of Virtue z 
had not the ſcandalous neglect of due Correcti- 
con, made them wretched Inftances of the moſt 
monſtrous Villayy.. This I dare aſcertain, is 
NY the juft Cauſe why WickedneG abounds, and 
openly flouriſhes: in the World without much 
0 controul : That Drunkenneſs and Whoredom, Pro- 
a fane Curſing and Swearing, Injuſtice, Extortion, and 
iu Treacherous Dealing; are ſo very much practis'd 
sin the World z; for which many Thouſand Souls 
in moſt egregiouſly ſuffer at this Time: Now were 
th the wholeſome Laws Enacted againſt ſuch Impi- 
Lac pyes duly executed 3 ſuch open and daring 
e | ect Wicked: 
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r ee a HB gidtis" Prinkts, * K A 
Wey Ait able Kill Keep the Reit dF Bebe vet 
(without Tyratihy) yet is freight, as to Allert 
their Authority, and {6 preſerve the Lab From 
being a upon or inſufted. 
nn e Mipotent King of. Kings $ "then. be 
Uiodght pulley of $ What a wif It or good 7 Ma would 
dv «din'®; 267" Ml! an as to affirm. that 
Gers Laws ure not ſo Mie guarded, as thoſe of 
un Bui Pllttmttats ? Tf Moat Princes, Bari 
Power ta puniſh, will nat for many te Neat Ns 
| pardon an obſtinate Offender, much Tels e can we 
Nyppoſe that the Immottal Prince wer Will the 
Ocleſtial Goverhour give Laws ; and not require 
Obedience? Are Gods T-htfs the only Exceptions, 
mu dd not el fer the juſt Puniſhihent of Of- 
Lenders? Af dc fippolt this, Wold be an Im- 
peathfiient df Voll- Widom $6 likewiſe 3s it, 
. Of lis Fuſtite + which requires, that every 
Man fhiall be rewarded adding to his Doings; 
that the 'Pidus ſhall be rewatded „ gd * L Wick⸗ 
ed panimed? And fürely Men 5 Rave gredt- 
or Encouragetnant to 9 ReBgious,thah an Afſit- 
runte of Mabenty Eternal Recgnipence, nor a 
greuter Viſcouragement to Vice, that a Bal Fire 
at the End of their Impieties: For Pall not the 
Fudge f all the World db right ? Shall not he mini- 
5 true — ? 3. It 
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. It claſhes with God 's Goodneſs not topupiſh 
ty. To ppniſh Txenſgreſſiqs, with reſpect. 
Miender, is Antige 3, with reſpect to others, 
7 of de, 1 When $2 behpld 


400 in 3 and more upon Gin | 


We, fu eee leſt they ſbould 
m 


e manger ofiend and be puniſh d. Neither, 
4. Could his Puth otherwiſe be cleared; hee 
be. has wade ſo many: Declarations aß his Be-, 
wards. and Puniſhmepts, I would not multiply: 
Aſtances, in ſo plajn & Caſe; but it's ſufficient» 
ly.eyident from Exel, iii. where God afſectio · 
pately, argues wich the Houſe, of aal that in 
caſ> thay- do; Rightequſnęſa they ſhall live, and 
if they commit Iniquity-they ſhall die; Except | 
God can give up his wiſe of the 
World, and act contrary: to; Faſtice, Goodneſt, 
ad Truth. Impenitency perſiſted in muſt bring 
temporal Judgments upon any Nation or People 
whatever. Nor is it a, ſufficient ObjeQiog, to 
what has been ſaid, that there ſhalll be a Day of 
Retribation at the 1aſt-Fudgment, when every one 
H receive wat he has done in the Body: 
For, ſure I am, this does not hinder, bue that- 
Nations and Societies as ſuch, ſhall be-puniſhed 
even in this World; tho the full Recompenc e 
of * be not rendred till the next. 
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For Example ; the” Fhawah and the Znption 
ſhould receive greater ents hereafter, 
yet both Prince” and People met with due ones 
Here. The Fews, conſiderd as à Nation, were 
puniſh'd by that dreadful Deſdlation brought 
on them by the Romans, then they ceag'd to be 
4 People or ' a Political Boch, govern'd by their 
own Laws, and became ſcatter d, and ſubject to 
the Deriſion and Oppreſſion of all Nations. If 
God's Threatnings to the Wicked have no Effect, 
then He proceeds to the Execution of his Judg- 
ments. The Teſtimony to this great Truth is 
apparent from Dent. zxviii. where the Almigbiy 
threatens the Diſdbedient with a curſed Pall ye 
de in the: Fruit of you# Body, your Land, the Increaſe 
© of your, Flocks and Herd.. The Peftilence ſhould "i 
cleave to em, the Conſumption and burning Fever, 
| Together with: the Sword, ſhould deſtroy them from off 
the Land, whitber they were going to poſſeſs it. That 
their Heaven ſhou'd be as Braſs, and their Earth 
as Iron; that they ſhou'd be ſmitten before their 
Enemies, and be Diftreſs'd-by Them in the very 
Gate; which Judgments thus ſeverely threatned, 
I recommend to your peruſal in your Holy By 
bles, and to endes more W and ſeriouſ] y 
at your Leiſure. | 
i Again, Whoever carefully traces the Hiſtory 
of the I ſraelites, will find God's Menaces exact- 
1 fulfill'd i in proportion to the Increaſe of their 
| Sins, 


1 . 
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bins. For Example, for committing a reſpaſs 
in the accurſed Thing, they were ſinitten by the 
Men of 4. Then when they forſook the God 
of their Fathers, and ſerved Baal and Aſhtaroth, 
us Hand was againſt * em for Evil, (Fudg. ii.) 
afterwards they were delivered into the Land of 
Midian for ſeven Years, (Fudg. vi.) then into 
the Hands of the Philiflines, and the Children of 
(mon, (chap. x.) by whom they were cruelly 
ormented, vexed and oppreſs cd. How great, I 
beſeech you, was that Peſtilence which deſtroyed 
from Dan to Beerſheba, 70000 of the People? 2 
um. XXIV. 15. How were the Heavens like Braſs, 
id the Earth like Iron, in the Time of Elijah, 
hen there was no Rain from above, nor Graſs 
om beneath for the Uſe of the Cattle? Conſi- 
ler we the great Famine that was in Samaria, 
herd an Aſe Head was ſold for eighty Pieces of 
al and a Cab of Doves Dung for froe Pieces of 
when Women ſpar'd not the Fruit of their 
Body. How often fell they before their E- 
emies ? How often were they led into Captivi- 
? That into Babylon continued ſeventy Tears; 
d their City and Temple were both deſtroyed : 
ut what greater Calamities, could any People 
fer, than what they experienced by the Siege 
f the Romans? God remarkably puniſhed em, 
Frcauſe they crucified the MESSIAH. He 
8 their City, Temple and Nation, becauſe 
C their 


Y : 2 5 Mine, Fuſtilence, dreadful Inundations, Eurt hqualeſ on 


* <5) - ” 
„ | 
their Rulers ſtood un, and they all took Capnſel tc 
gether againit the Lord, and againſt his AnontedY 
We read in S. F. that the Deluge ſwept. away the ſa! 
old unbelieving World, which were above. bein gfjclc 
reclaim'd by that righteous Preacher Wab. Luſt Nef 


ful Sodom was deſtroy d by Fire; and the Cana che 
.anites were rcoted out, when theix Infquitie cel 
were full. Te 


Profane Hiſtory furniſhes us with ee oli un 
God's Fudgments, purſuing wicked Nations andi ſin 
People, who would not be reclaimed by his Meſſy be 

thods of Mercy, and gentle and mild We Fo 
tions. We 


Ibis is obvious by the dreadful came thi 
hat have fallen upon divers Nations, viz Fave 


and Hurricanes, Storms and Tempeſts. th 
",,, Great Nations have been over-run by þ#«ba | 
Tous People, and mighty Empires brokefi, as tha m 
four, great ones were, the AhHrian, the Nan ed 
Gracian and Roman. Whole Countries ha Jen an 


ruin d by tedious Wars. No Nation or Poople are 
exempt from temporal Puniſhments when wick dc 
ed; No, not the Jews, who once were God's pe 
culiar Inheritance, his choſen People: Nor yer th 
the Chriſtians, witneſs the Deſolation of the ſeven fr 
Alan Churches, they and the Eaſtern Empire bee er 


ing over-run by the Turks and Saracens, Cl 
And can We of this ſinful Nation be ſo igno V 
' * rant n 


a — 
. 


( Tr ) 
rant, or fooliſhly vain, to ſuppoſe that we ſhall 


eſcape the Divine Avenging Hand, in the midſt 
of ſo much Impenitency? We cannot plead 


unnatural Broils and Confuſſons which have been 
ince among us. And if after All, we will not 
be reclaim'd, our Iniquities will be our Ruin: 
For what will it avail us (ſuppoſing only it 


were true) that other Nations were more wicked 


than ours, ſince, if God ſhould firſt lay his a- 
renging Hand upon em, it will at laſt fall up- 
on us? the longer we are ſpar'd, and we ſin on, 
the heavier will our Doom be. 

' Beſides let us conſider, that-perhaps we have 
more Bleſſings and Favours, that we are indebt- 
ed to God for, than other Nations yet enjoy, 
and therefore the moſt inexcuſable. 

We are Members of the moſt pure and Ortho- 
dox part of Chriſt's holy Catholick Church; we 
enjoy abundantly the Word and Sacraments in 
their primitive Purity; we are allow'd us the 
free Uſe of our Bibles, and have them judiciouſſy 
explain'd to us; inſomuch, that we have no Ex- 
cuſe for the omiſſion of Duty and Practice. 
We've the Sacraments rightly and duly admi- 
niſter'd, according to Chriſt's. ſacred Inſtitution 


and Command. So that, were it true (as 1 
REY much 


that we have not receivd due Notice for the Ne- 
cellity of our Reformation. I might call in the 
Teſtimony of the late dreadful Civil War,and the 
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much doubt it) that other Nations did ſurpaſ; 
us in Wickedneſs, yet where is the Advantage to 
us? For from us, to whom much is given, will 
certainly much be required. But, I believe, I 
may put the Matter beyond diſpute, that we are 
not more Righteous (as the wiſe Man ſays) thay 
our. Neighbours. For Inſtance, is not Riot and 
Intemperance, Gluttony and Düse, Chamber 
ing and Vantonne ſi, Whoredom, and all manner of 
Lewdneſs ; profane Curſing and Swearing, Atheiſm 
and Irreligion, acted; not only privately, and 
with Shame and Reluctance; but openly and 
impudently carried on, with a provocative Bold- 
eſs, as if Men were bidding Defiance to Divine 
Vengeance, and all its Threats and Thunder + ? 

IJ not our Holy Religion, which perhaps we va- 
lue ourſelves upon, daily undermin d; its Articles 
dem d, its Myſteries diſputed, and its ola Truths 
puzzl'd and perplex'd by perverſe and ſubtile 
Men? So that now we have little more than the 
Face and Shadow of it left. Our pure and pub- 
lick V. orſvip 1s little regarded, our Churches in 
many Places are thin and unfrequented; when 
Places for Pleaſures, Lewdneſs and Debauchery 
are crowded ; And to our greater Sorrow, Thoſe 
who ſhould Diſcourage ſuch Practices, act with 
a Laodicean Coldneſs like Gallio, ( they « are uncon- 
cerw'd ) and care for none of theſe Things. And alas! 
how can we then think our ſelves ſecure, whilſt 
Things are in this Poſture? 'Tis 


(13) 

'Tis within our Memories, that we were in 
great danger of being depriv'd of the public 
Liberty of that Religion, which influenc'd us ſo 
little in our Lives; of that happy Government 
ve were ſo little Thankful for. What inteſtine 
Feuds and Animoſities have we had in our own 
fowels? and how ſenſible have we felt its Weight, 
by a vaſt Expence, both of Blood and Treaſure 2 

Now if theſe and other Corrections God hath 
ſent or permitted, will not have the intended 
happy Efe# upon us: If we will not fear the 
Lord, and him who hath appointed Them; we 
may expect a Viſitation in Anger and Wrath, even 
o our utter Deſtruction. | 

We may juſtly fear, ſince the Axe is laid to the 
Root of the Tree, that if we do not amend, the 
zentence will be, Cut it down, why cumbreth it the 
Ground? And now I proceed to thew, 
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IT. That the Nature of Mankind is ſuch, that 
in time of Peace and Security; they'll be Re- 
bellious and Irreligious, eſpecially while 
ſurrounded with a proſperous Indulgence. 
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There are too many Inſtances in the World to 
demonſtrate this ſad and deplorable Truth. E- 
very Age and Nation ſince Adam; nay, I had al- 
moſt ſaid every Perſon, ſopplies us with Exam- 
ples to this . which too plainly evidence 

the 
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(14) | 
the Ingratitude and Backſlidings of our deprav- 
ed Nature. 

Contempt and Neglect both of God and Religion 

too, has too frequently been found, the vile and 
unhappy Product of an uninterrupted Proſperity. 
For whilſt Mens Affections are ſo intirely wed- 
ed to the World, and are courting the Shadows 
and Gaities of an animal Life, there's no room 
left for one pious Thought, no Time to reflect 
on an ill-ſpent Age. Heaven is equally at a 
diſtance from their Minds, as tis beyond the 
Reach and Sight of their Eyes. Melancholy 
Reflections they will in no wiſe entertain, and 
ſcorn once to think of quitting a preſent Proſpe- 
rity, for the Severity of Faſting and Prayer, and 
by conſequence neither die nor pine away, by 
the Fatigues of a religious Mortification : The ſtrict 
yet wholſome Rules of Religion and Morality are 
too dull and inſipid, for ſuch active Souls to 
walk by : The faint Obligations of Temperance, 
| Soberne ſs and Chaſtity, are Hes too weak to con- 
fine their unbounded Deſires: Precepts of this 
Nature (you will be told) are proper only for 
ildren, Lunatic ls or Fools, and ought to be 
imbraced, only by the ſtarved V otaries of cloy- 
ter d Monafteries. 

Thus Pleaſures and Proſperity, too often the 
Parents of Irreligion and Prqphaneneſs, lead 
Men into the fond State of Security: They 8 
like 


% 
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like Independents from God, and as if They them- 
ſelves were both the Authors and Contrivers of 
their temporal Felicity. 

Like Lott's Daughters theſe huſh us to 1 
and intoxicate us in ſenſual Delights; and then 
they betray us, and lay open, not our Naked- 
neſs only, but our Frailty too. By too fond a 
Perſwaſion, they mount us quite above the Level 
of Misfortunes, and then expoſe and render us 
more obnoxious to its Injuries. It's now that we 
im with Greedineſs, and are hurried on by the 
Precipitancy of our Paſſions, we neither know 
how nor whither ; but *tis then we baniſh all the 
Thoughts of Heaven, Hell, or the Day of Fudg- 
nent; 'tis then that our Senſes are glutted by 
the Enjoyment of preſent Delicacies, and the Fa- 
culties of our Souls, are exceedingly and earneſt- 
ly buſied in the Gratification of our brutiſh Ap- 
petites; ſo eaſily are our Senſes impos'd upon, 
and our Souls deluded, that whilit we are ſweetly 
gliding along in the ways of Pleaſantneſs, as we 
call them; we make no queſtion at all, but we 
are in the Paths of Peace too; if we are but ex- 
alted, beyond the Pitch of vulgar Fortune, the 
Concluſion we draw thence is, that we have 
reached Heaven, and are in a State as immu- 

table as its Inhabitants. If we once but ima- 
gine that the Fence is round about us; or that we 


ere ſet on the Top of a Hill, we dare the very 
Powers 
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Powers of Heaven and Earth to batter us down, we 
can with eaſe reaſon our ſelves each into Immor- 
tality and perpetual Duration; and ſay, I. Pall 
never be removed. 

But alas ! we too eaſily ſlide down the Stream 
in theſe Rivers of Oil; and as the Poet ſpeaks, 
— facilis deſcenſus Averni; the Way to Hell is 
ſmooth and eaſy. The Bowl we know runs glib- 
beſt down the Hill, and as the Phzloſopher ob- 
ſerv'd ; the lumpiſh Stone increaſes its Motions 
downwards, by how much the nigher it ap- 
proacheth to its Fall. Men are never more 
ripe for Deſtruction, than in a deceitful pre- 

ſumption of Happineſs, when crown'd with Pro- 
ſperity, only in order to a Victim; being ſtuffd 

with Marrow and Fatneſs, only to become the 
greater Sacrifice for Deſtruction. Ve rejoyce at 
the Sound of the Organ, and in a Moment are 
in our cold Graves. Hell gapes for us, and with 
the Mariners, the Deep opens its Mouth wide 
to ſwallow us up in Eternal Obſcurity; whilſt 
our Senſes are charm'd with a Letbargy, by the 
ſoft Mufic of thoſe deluding Syrens. Then chief- 
ly may we ſuſpe& the Stedfaſtneſs of our Con- 
dition, when (as Holy Job ſays) our Footſteps 
are waſh'd in Butter; and our giddy Head, if 
ever, is ſure then to be ſubje& to a Precipice, 

when on the higheſt Round of Human Felicity. 


Thus 


" Thus the Devil, with a Deſign to Ruin Chr3#i- 
ei, would have had the Power of the Goſpel 
„ Eſubſervient to his Infernal Dominion: He imme- 
all diately Mounts the Redeemer of the World upon a 
Pinnacle of the Temple, and ſhews him the Kingdoms 
m the World, and the Glory of them; promi fing no 
„ Wleſs, than the Univerſal Empire, and all the Trea- 
ſure in it, if He would but Fall down and Worſhip 
bim. 
This he aſſur'd himſelf muſt be an Argument 
the moſt Prevalent, and a Pretence the moſt Spe- 
cious to Endear the Temptation : Knowing full 
well, that Human Nature was ſo Tame and Eaſy, 
as to be frequently Inſnar'd by falſe and glit- 
tering Shadows. He imagin'd that the Grandeur 
and Sovereignty of all the World, would inevita- 
bly Overcome the very Power and Strength of his 
Divinity; and ſo make the Godhead ſtoop to wear 
a Terreſtrial Crown. 

Unbappy We, who naturally are fo ready and 
active in doing Evil, in contriving Our own Deſ- 
truction; eſpecially when in a propgerous State, 
and left to Ourſelves ; We are apt to depart from 
Our God, to Deny, or utterly to Forget the Ma- 
ker of Us, and the Author of Our Proſperity. 

Infomuch, that if Divine Providence, were no 
more Solicitous for Eternal Welfare than Ve are; 
We ſhould inſtantly ferſake Our Way to Hea- 
ven, and directly Run to the Faws of Hell, to 
Irretrievable Deſtruction. D There 


© There is nothing more certain, than that: 
Sound Sleep is the Natural Effect of an Indiſ 
turb'd Repoſe; and We are ſurely the moſt dan 
gerouſly Involy'd in Sin, when the leaſt Diſturb'4 
by Heaven's Thunder : Not much unlike Un 
. wieldy Veſſels, who are never good Sailors, but in 
rough Waters ; or not much unlike a Windmill, 
which Borrows its Motion from the Diſturbance 
of the Air, and is never Serviceable, but in a 
Storm. Or (the Compariſon not being too odi- 
ous) with the Brutih Ae, We own no Diſci- 
pline, than that of Stripes: And thus fooliſhly 
We go on, according to the dull and ſottiſh 
Principles of Senſe , and ſcorn to Liſten to the 
Voice of Heaven, and to Follow the Dictates of 
that Divine Faculty of the Soul, juſtly called 
Reaſon. | 
How ſtrangely was the Rich Glutton over-come 
with Pride and PVoluptuonſneſs, when be farcd 
ſumptuouſly every Day? It was then the Epicurean 
Fool in the Goſpel Sang a Requies to his Soul, 
when his Bays were full: Soul, take thine Eaſe, 
Thou haft Goods laid up for many Tears. Luke xiii. 
19. In this mighty Affluence of Temporal Goods; 
his poor Soul ws at Eaſe and Security, and he 
ſimply concluded himſelf, beyond the Reach 
and Moleſtation of Fate. But behold ! Now his 
Joys are Interrupted, and his Conceited Immor- 
tality Blaſted into Corruption ; by a Voice from 
| Hcaven, 
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bauen, faying ; ; Thou Fool, this Night Boll thy 
ul be Reguir'd of Thee. ver. 20. 'Twas, becauſe 
H his Forgetfulneſs of, and  Ingratitude to God, 
the Author of his Bleſſings : The Variety and 
Multiplicity of his Sbeaves, caſt by the Thoughts 
too Indulging a Providence, that Cauſeth the Rain 
1 Fall, not only on the Fuft, hut on the Unjuft. 
The Iſraelites when they had Eat and Drank, 
mediately Roſe up to Play, and for the moſt 
art; it was their Fulneſs, which Oecaſion'd their 
antonneſs. : It would have been a Wonder, that 
hey had not Spurn'd 3gajnſt God, eſpecially, 
hen every One could Sit under bis Own Vine, and 
at the Fruit of bis Own Fig-Tree. Their Mur- 
nurings. were never more Clamorous againſt 
aven, than when it rajn'd down Manna upon 
em, and Satisfy'd Their Tbirſt with Water 
om the Stony Rocks. When They had entirely 
Jevoted Themſelves to their Luſts, and had 
prov'd God's Favours into Athei 7 and Idola- 
and Provok d Him to Anger, with their Hill 
. and Luxuriant Dances before the Calf in 
oreb : Then began His Fealouſy to Burn Ii le 
ire; then was it, that the Lord Tounder'd from 
Laven—— He Shot out bis Arrows and Scatter'd 
em. When he made them know, that the Lord 
FEHOV A H— was Ruler over all the Earth. 
ind then was jt, They began to Awake and 
remble, for whilſt God's Hand was upon them, 
D 2 the 
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the Tide of their Overflow ing Sins, Ebb'd anc 
Abated, and the Notion of a True Got, Emerg 
from their Natural Reaſon ; which Rad ſb lon 
been Buried in a Bratiſh Senſutlity. Which bring 
me to my third Propoſition. | | 


m. That Fulgments are the welt Anicall 
Monitors, the Noblef Reformers of a Vicia 
and Debaxc/4 Nation. | | 


When the that were Setter i Abtoad 8 
5 caſond by Their ic kedue ſrʒ; when hereby The 
became a Reproach' to their Wiss boss, a Sor 
and Derifon to them that were round abou 
Them; they began to Recollett and Reflect, and 
partly to Repent of their Evil Ways: Their Rel 
Sion began to Return with their Afectiont; and 
with a Relenting Warmth, they thus Expoſtu 
lated with the Almigh O Tord! How lon] 
wilt thon be Angry * 1 4 ” log Hall thy Fealon 
barn like Fire ? This in the utmoſt Extremit 
they Flee to Him; but all Perfivaſions before 
were unſucceſsful, of the Vanity of their help 
leſs Idols, till they ſtood in need of them 
Never ſo ready to draw near to God, as when 
to all Appearance, he had withdrawn Himſel 
from Them; never Call'd ſo loud to their Ma 
ker, as when he ſeem'd to be at a great Diſtance 
Like the Stupid Heathens, who only Ador'd the! 
yas Deittes 
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Deities, when they ſtood in need of them. 

Each Temple ftood only as an Aﬀſſylum and 
Sanfuary, to Protect Thieves, Rebels, and Murde- 
rersz they Worſhip'd him, to be plain, under 
no other Notion, than that of a preſent Help in 
Time of Trouble. When Villanies Slew them, 
we read, that they Sought him, Returi'd early, rid 
Enquir'd after God. Pal. Ixxviii. hath 

Then as ſoon as the Face of Heaven became 
fomewhat more Serene, and their Offended God 
began to unbend His Contracted Brow : They 
immediately waxed Wanton under theſe mild 
Diſpenſations of his Affection; They Tempted the 
iy Almighty in their Hearts, and Requir 4 7-00 for 
10 their Luft. 

j But when they were Satisfy'd, they Revolted, 
MM (as I faid above) and went a M boring after their 
i Own Invention; they no longer could endure to 
Walk the right Way, than they were hedg'd in 
| with Briars and Thorns : A Pillar of Fire muſt 
=. Afﬀright, as well as Enlighten Them, in their 
MM Journey to the Land of Promiſe; And if God 

will be their Guide he muſt become a Burning, 
as well as a Shining Light. 

Look we into the State and Condition of the 
Holy Pſalmiſt, (altho' he was a Man after God's 
Own Heart) and we ſhall find him ſubject to the 
ſame Calamity , that Proſperity could make him 
Forget God too. Thus his Confeſſion runs, Be- 

* | fore 
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fore I was Afflified, I went Aﬀray, but now T have 
kept thy Word. Pal. cxix. 67. and ver. 71. It is 
= for me, that I have been Affied, that I might 
Learn Thy Statutes. 

He certainly might have Boaſfed of his Share 
in God's Favours, as much as any One; neither 
was he leſs Experienced in his Faint: and 
Aſlictious, than in his Eminent and Miraculous 
Deliverances. Obſerve we, that his Condition, 
amongſt theſe various Scenes of Providence, Was 
ſo unſtable, the Courſe of his Life ſo uneven» 
that now he {ſeems to be Exalted, even to Hea- 
ven on the Vi Ings of a High Sun Fortune; then, 
by and by, he is preſs'd down unto Hell, by the 
Nicht of an unexpected Calamity. Tt, in theſe 
various Stations, he never finds himſelf more deſi- 
rous of Thirſting after the Former, than when, 
to all Appearance, he was in the Confitles of the 
Latter? Never ſo near to Heaven, as when he 
fat alone, like a Sparrow upon the Houſe top, and 
in the height of Prayer and Contemplation, took 4 
Tranſient View of thoſe Bleſſed Manſions above : 
Never in fo much danger of Forgetfulneſs, as 
when he was ſeated on a Throne, and in ſome 
meaſure Fancy'd himſelf to be a God too. 

Now, on the contrary, as ſoon as the Sorrows of 
Death compaſsd him round about, and the Pangs of 
Hell gat hold upon him; then he came to calmer 
Reflections and Conſiderations of himſelf; then 

could 


could he Call on the Name of the Lord, and ſay, 
0 Lord, I beſeech Thee deliver my Soul, Pal. cxvi. 
34. So that it is mighty Obvious; that he was 
moſt Supine, when moſt Proſperous, and moſt Re- 
ligious when molt Ai ſerable. 

Thus dealt He with the Fcws under the Law , 
nor was the Carriage of his own Myſtical Body 
(the Church) otherwiſe under the Goſpel. 

How did Chriſtianity Spread and Flouriſh under 
the Tyrannical Perſecution of the Roman Emperor ? 
When They ſuffer'd Martyrdom, and were daily 
Sacrificed to Chriſt by Fire and Sword, Strang- 
ling and Decipation : Religion never got more 
Ground, than in a Field of Blood: The Number 
of its Saints Increag'd, and was made more Pro- 
lific by Devaſtation, and ſundry Kinds of Death. 
The Croſs, Racks and Gibbets were ſo many Steps 
to Heaven, and ſerv'd as a ſpeedier Paſſage or 
Maducation to Life and Immortality. 

Their Devotions were never more Fervent and 
Zealous, than when they were ſpurr'd on with 
tripes, and ſeconded with Reproaches and Tor- 
nts. Their Prayers were never more Ardent, 
than in Flames, with which their Expiring Souls 
mounted towards Heaven, and with the Bleſſed 
Proto-Martyr St. Stephen, Taſted and Saw the Foys 
f another World; and Anticipated their Happi- 

eſs; even amidſt the Extremity of their Tor- 
ns. 


And 
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except He Puſhes ns, and as twere Starves us 


Grace, and Refuſe the Overtures of our Salvation 
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© "And thu us is God Conſtraig d to make uſe of 


His Fil vent, to bring back Revolter; to Him- 
ſelf. 1 


And now may we not with Admiration and 
Aſtoniſnment look upon Ourſelves, why Our 
Nature is ſo backward and averſe to its own real 
Good ! That we muſt” be Courted, Laſh'd and 
Spurr'd on to our own Happineſs ? > Was it not 
ſufficient, for God to provide us a Kingdom E- 
ternal in the Heavens, but muſt He uſe {6 many 
Perfwaſions, ſo many Invitations to it; And if 
thefe will not do, drive us thither, by His Me 
aces and Fallymenits | ? 
© How difingennoufty do we deal with God, that 


into Religion, and makes us take Heaven by Vic 
fence; we ſhonld utterly deſpiſe the Riches 0 


Surely unleſs we are beſotted with the Love c 
Sin, we ſhould make a greater Eſtimate of ou 
own Happineſs, and not weary out the Venge 
ance and Patience of ſo long-ſuffering a Creator 
but return to Amendment of Life; when we art 
Summon'd to Heaven by that God, that Graciou 
God, that 'Delizhteth not in the Death of a Sinner 
But by all His Threats and Fudgments, would have 
only This; That be ſhould Return from his Wicked 

weſs and Live. And this Leads me- — | 
prove 
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ſucd Chaſtiſements and Aﬀidtions ; is, our 95 | 

| Flath, dur Amendment, the Renovation 'of ur 
Tibet aud 'Corroer ſations - A ſincere per- 

ture arid an ingenuous' ' Reformation, is the 

| Me 4am neceſſary | to AVE RT 1 
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th Fes Contradiatc or OY that Goa 
never Corres; but as a Tender, Father, tho Ii 
a ufa and an Hperienc'd Chirurgeon, he be forc 
to make ufe of a ſeverer Probe, nay, ſometimes 
of his Lance too. The very Corruption and Tur- 
pitude of dur Wounds is ſuch, that be makes 
che Smart, to be the Fore-runner of the Cure 5 ſo 
that, with the fame Stroke, he Wounds and 
Heals: Thus he Corrects us to Amendment, and 
not Plagues us to Deſtruction; but makes his 
u CGoodnefs and Mercy, to be the Companions of 
"WW his Severity and Judgments. He frequently 
„mixes Tribulation with our Proſperity, and pre- 
"Y ſents us with Interludes of Thunder, in the 
on pleaſant Days of Tranquillity and Peace, 
* No Nation, under Heaven, hath had' greater Ex- 
WY perience bf the Merc ies (and I may ſay Fudgments 
6Y too) of- Oe, than This: So chat, unleſs we had 
been che Children of His particular Providence, we 
had certainly been Deſtroyed long ago. The 
E Broils 


Broils and Diviſions, which have been ſo rife 
amongſt ourſelves, might readily have brought 
down His Wrath and, Indignation uppn us. He has 
Forhorn for a long Time, our utter Peſtruction; 
e e e Exe 
nic Abroad, and, given us Trace and. Plenty at 
home, ©, Ungratetul Wretches that we are, we 
Leap like Feſw; um, var fit and kick at the Abund- 
ance of His Mercies, and are ready to Forget 
the Lord who Feeds us] Fg ne bord 11 
* Heng has Pamper d us into Pride and, Ambition, 
h and Nerd eneſt; In that, what Cal 
eſigned_ unto us fox our Welfare, is in a fair 
Way to be unto us an Occaſion of Falling. 
"71 Plague ah P:fence, have been the Execu- 
Hoers of God's Wrath "againſt our Neighbour:, 
— how ſoon this ma) Fall upon us; how ſoon 
He may bring an Uniterſal Slaughter amongſt 
us, and lay our Houſes waſt without an Iuhabitant, 
we can't tell. Suppoſe ye, that theſe Galilæans 
were Sinners, above all the Galilzans which dwelt 
at Jeruſalem, becauſe they ſuffer'd ſuch Things z I 
tell" you nay, Kc. 12 nr ing 2507.5 £3; 
© Ve have been often deliver'd from Danger 
but Jet us he perſüaded, that God, who is Infi- 
nitely Good and Fat, as well as Graciow and 
9 87 will not always be Fayqurable to any 
rc Flue Tee in J and. Tapen 
eng. "That Gi who has fo often, and can Exalt 
'T 38% er DSTI HY TV F 
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- People, can and will for thei Impieties, Der 
ſtroy and make them become a Reproach to am 
Nation about them. The Axe i is already laid to the 
Rogt of the Tree, and every Tree which bringeth not 
forth good Fruit, ſball be Cut down and Deſtroy'd. 

Shou'd I draw a Parallel, between other Na- 
tions and Thijs, we ſhou'd, I believe, not find 
Them more guilty of ſome Crying. and Notorious 
Sins than We. And ſince Circumſtances alter 
the very Nature of Actiong; we may likewiſe 
eaſily be miſtaken, when we paſs Fudgment up: 
on any People, and Cendure them as een 
Wicked. 

Suppoſe we then, that any Nation or People, as 
I haye already before hinted in this Diſcourſe, 
are greater Sinners than we; which, upon Con- 
ſideration, is a Suppoſition not to be allowed of ; 
if ſo, then we may not Fear, the heavy Fudg- 
ments of God upon us, which, I hope, with the 
utmoſt Humi l iat jon, Faſting and Prayer, we are 
this Day beſeeching the Almighty to AVERT. 
But let us ſee, and conſider, if there is any Part 


of the Chriſian World, that are more guilty of 


ſuch Sins as theſe than we, viz. Vrath and Bit- 
terneſs, Envy and Diſftration, Slander and Bac l- 
biting, Curſing and Reviling, Hatred and Conten- 
tions, Brawlings and Fightings, Founding and Mur- 
ders, Pinching and Covetouſneſs, Cripiug and II- 
Nature, Grudging and Diſcontent, Grinding and 
Extor- 
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Extortion, Greedineſs and G preſion, Cheating and 
Purtoining, Rapin and Violence, Theft: and 725 
beriet, * Plunderivgs, A. ation and Myrders , 
think no One will deny, (I wih they cock 
that theſe Emorrots Sins cannot 'be more fre- 
quentlyr | practisd, than amongſt ourſelves. 

"The Wiſe Man tells- us, that Righteouſneſs . Ex- 
alteth n Nation, but Sin is a Reproach th am People. 
By which I muſt give you to underftand like- 
wile: that it is not only the open Breach and 
Violation of God's Commands, that 3 is. meant 
by Sins becoming a Reproach ; but there are 
National Offences againlt God, that are the Con- 
ſequences of not Paying, a due Regard to God's 
Laws. 
Suppoſmg the Want (which God borbid) of 2 
due Adminiſtration of Juſtice; the Oppre ſing our 
Fellow-Subjefts, the Laying Unreaſonable and Un- 
neceſſary Burt hen on the People, are without doubt 
high Offences in Magiftrates, and diſpleaſing to 
God. Mic. vi. 8. and Fo. iv. 8. As Righteonſ- 
neſs, and the Practice of Religion, Exalt a Na- 
tion, and Keep it from the Divine Threatmings fo 
Sin will as certainly bring any Nation 'to Con- 
tenpt or Reproach, even to De ſolation. 

How Unfortunate. and Lamented would the Peo- 
ple of This, or Any. Nation be, if Any were Im- 


ploy'd- under their Prince, but Perſons Fearing 


on, and Hating . aaa Perſons whoſe 
Wiſdom, 
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Fiſdom, Fidelity. and Vigilance, haue deliver'd 
can reſpective Natians from e R 
rows and Devaſtations.!. . + 
Happy ſuch, Neatians, where no Indubice 3 is * 
w'd. of / Happy Thit, or Any; Nation, where 
Mligion is 8 1 0 by 4 Pioys Ling, and an 
lluftriow . Family! . When Public. Affairs are Ad- 
uniſtred "age. the Honour of the Xi, and the 
boſperity of his Paople! Happy. the People of 
bis Land, when Thoſs under his Majeſty, whom 
has Intruſted with the Adminiſtration of Pub- 
A Fairs, have 2 due Regard to the People in 
te Public Taxes and. Impoſitions on Them, either 
c the Support of the Dignity of the Crown, or 
Ir * e Defence and Security of the Na- 
1 
Happy we in a Prince's Adminiſtration, Endow'd 
th a Native (Goodneſs and Sweetneſs of Temper , 
th a Conſtitut ie of Mind, not apt to be Ruffled 
Diſturb d with the Roughneſs and Violence of 
for 55 Free fram the Reſtleſs Gnawings of Ambi- 
from the Griping Deſires. of Covetouſneſs ; 
a from other Vicious and je een Incli- 
tions. 

Believing and Allowing This to be Fuſt; that 
bis, OT any Otber Nation, who 1 18 Bleſſed with 4 
liriour Prince,and a Righteous Miniſtry : Yet that 
xck and. Tedious Catalogue of Sins, ſo Common- 
practis d, by: the greateſt Part of our Nation; 

1 
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is enough, to draw down the heavieſt of God 
Fudgments upon us : Even by Them, He will be 
come a Conſuming Five amongſt us, and Cauſe; 
us to Lament the Deſfruction of our Feruſalen . 
and when tis too late, to Repent and Weep ovei 
Its Aſhes. Let us, therefore, even prevent th 
Deſigns of Heaven, by a r Repentance - And 
in Caſe the Deftroying Angel, hath already 
ciev'd his Commiſfon, to Execute his Wrath-again 
us; we have no more to do, but to Repent, and 
ſo to Fruſtrate all His Mighty Deſigns, by bein 
Humble before Him, in Sackcloth and Abbes. 
For Repentance is the true and only Way ti: 
 Avert Impending Fudgments. For the Tru 
whereof, at leiſure, you may Conſult,” Ex- 
viii. 21, 22. Chap. xxriii. 11; Chap. xviii. 
1 1 

Many Men, wholly convinc oa of the Neceſſi 
of Repentance, do Think of Repenting befo 
they Die; but for the Preſent, they cannot lea 
their Sins; they have certain Luffs to Satisf 
ſome Appetites very Craving, which can't be dq; 
ny'd, though the Salvation of their own Souls, 
the whole Nation, lay at Stake upon it. | 

And therefore, with Falix, They put it off to in 
more convenient Seaſon, and moſt commonly t 4 
a Death-Bed. A Man thus Ingag'd or Inſlav 
to his Luſts, ſeldom begins it ſooner than wh 
he ſecs: Death ApproaChing, and his Conditic 


Confine 


nne him to bis Bed; and when he has made 
his Laſt Vill and Tſtament, (as he Calls it) 
ind ſettled all Things right upon Zarth; He 
then, it may be, begins his 1 for 
Hernity ! © wretthed Preſumption? A 
[Now this is not the Repentance, td which'ths 
Promiſe. of Mercy is: made; and one may well 
\dmire, how any Man ſhoy'd be ſo Careleſs, as 
þ Neglet ſo great Salvation Or that any 
ud ſo boldly Expoſe Themſelves, to ſich 
| ride and Dreadſul Danger, whilſt in Things 
far leſs Danger and Concern, they uſe all the 
iligence they can pollibly, ne never think 
bemſelyes Safelenough. 

How careful are they to Preſerve their Bodies, 
3 Eſtatis yet never take Care of their 
; till they have done Caring for the other. 
Suppoſe a Phyſician, ſhould come and tell a 
liv, that he Obſefves ſome firſt Cauſes or Begin 
ings of a Diſeaſe in his Body; which, if not 
nely prevented, will prove dangerous to him; 

at ſpeed and haſt will he make to prevent 
t Diſeaſe, and by no means will Procraftinate. 
this Occaſion ; leſt the Diſtemper ſhould ad- 
Noe too far? Nay, moreover, he is willing ta 
ergo the moſt Uneaſy Remedies, tho' never 
Tormenting and Uneaſy to him, even more 
F to 11 than the Diſeaſe itſelf. | 


lav \ | Suppoſe 


* 4 A Lavjer, m On him, that 
be hath Found u Dafe#f fitdn Nail dne 
probably Be 'prejudiciot te lie Pöſterity: Nod, 
hav Careful and S0liritaus is He, to! Ave that 
Miſtake amended and Cit right and ſure. 
both theſe Gaſes, he on heartily 2 
tion, neither will be: fpaxe: any Expence 
cho gave im Nbtice-of tho Danger. 
Yi But ſuppuſ a Divine; the MINISTER o 
his Pariſh vu b TLiuat, ar another Lean 
Friend of then. SACRED-PUNCPION 
ſhou'd. tell-hitp, that he Ness Gamertal Sor 
lr Langniſhiggunder moſt dangerous Difeaſe: 
and that he has ſome Reg t and Fea 
that be has Forfeitechis iaheritenbe in Eeaven 
be can hear Tie wichen anudhrClricern, a 
thinks it Time encugh toftake. ee n 
Years. bende; and fo mmenlor lets EH! 
Grand Affair thee, til the Boch be as Feeb 
and Infirm « Sonlz;, that then tte may tal 
Cate of Them both together: He thinks it 
Time enough, for his Spiritual Life! to begi 
hen his Natural Life is ending, and to prbvi 
for Everlaſting Dwellings, when, he i 3s mitti 

6ff this Houfe'of Clay. All the Gratitade:the 
eommonty oWn, fox ſuch Admogitions, as U 

ſume that St. T Teceiv 'd (tho with. this-I 97 
Ference, perhaps; a Frown-ora. Rebuke,) Fro 
the Galatians ; To'Connt him bis Enemy, for telli 
Him the Inth. 7 
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But why Wonder we at this, that tie P.each- 
ing and n bole ſom Inſtructions of the Clergy, of our 
moſt Orthadox Church, haye ſo little Fifect upon 
Mankind-at this Day / When a * Set of the moſt 
Hrulent,  Pitiful, Sordid, and Preligious Men 7 
are permitted to Treat the Miniſters of Cbriſt in 
the moſt Scandalous and Public Manner that 
can be Invented, by #riting and Publiſhing daily 
ſuch dangerous Tenets and Doctrines, as not only 
Deny and Deride the Authority of their Commi ſi 
on, but foully and impiouſly Attack the Sacred 
Sorzptares Fhemſtlves. It's high Time, for Go- 
vernourt, both in Church and State, to put a Stop 
to ſuch poiſonous Proceedings, or \ChriT's Church 
muſt inevitably Fall a Sacrifice to ſuch Monſtrous 
Infidels, who. yet Call. themſelves Chriftians. I 
dare affirm, that no Part of Chriftendom beſides, 
ſuffers ſuch Inpoſtors to Valli and Abuſe doch 
the Sacred Scraptures, and thoſe In appointed 
by Divine Providence, to In ſpelt uto, a and Watch 
ower their Immortal SOULS, 

But I thall £0 beyond my Bonds, tho' not of 
my Order, yet in the Length of this Diſcourſe : 


Im ſorry to Speak it, it Deſtroys perfectly the 
 Eficacy of our Preaching, and all our Exhortat jons 


to Repentance, Morti ſcation, Faſting and Prayer, 
bem to be little Regarded. Witneſs a Scanda- 
| 1 lous 


* 


be Independent Whig. 
+ The Spy, and et her Scurrilo s Papers, 


| 
| 
| 
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779 Paper, lately 141 Printed and Pub- 
liſh'd in Order, A T ſuppoſe," to malen Jeſt of 
Faſting, &c. the Dat of this Day, though we 
are Afſembled by R ROYAL AUTHORITY, and 
upon very Juſt. and inexpreſſible Reaſons. Is 
not this to Fly in the Face of God and our 
Prince, of the urch and her Miniſters, of all 
Good Men i in General. 


0 — Horrendum, lite, bury, cui lumen 
 Aemptom! 14 01 ?'?Zſ on 12 VB: 


But to proceed; ; Gsteithltanding all this, and 
much more that T could, and ſhall hereafter ſay 
upon another Occaſion of theſe Men) the Byj- 

eſs of the Day is an Invitation to a ſpeedy Ro- 

entance If this be Deferr d; God will not Turn 

away bis Anger :- His Rod, his Fudgments muſt and 
will Come pon r, ſarhich nothing can either 
Avert or \ but A Sincere, Ingenious and 
Preſent Repentance.” — 
Our Re format ion Ew be General ad Univerſal, 
not Imperfect, and by. Halves; for ſuch à One 
will be of little or no Effect. T ſhall not doubt, 
but many Men perceiving the Danger of their 
Sins, the fatal Conſequences of Them, and in 
ofder to Avert the Impending Fudgments many 
Men, I ſay, will venture at Turing Them away; 
aild Form a Reſolution to Forjake Them. But too 
much Partiahry is too frequently us'd in theſe 
Caſes: They are read Ly to part with ſome of the 
ſmalleſt 
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ſmalleſt: Sort, if they can obtain an Allowance 
for, the Reft : Like Men Shipwreck d, who caſt 
Over-board thoſe. Goods, that are of leſs Value, 
that they may preſerve their more precious 
Wares: They are caſily, brought to part with 
ſame of thoſe Sins, which allow them the leaſt 
Satisfaction; but in the mean time, they are 
unwilling to let go their Boſom and Beloved 
Sins. And when they have Conquer'd and Ca- 
ſhier'd theſe, they think they have done enough: 
And as SAUL, with full Confidence, did meet 
the Prophet, and tell him, that he had Fulfill'd 
the Commandment of the Lord, (2 Sam. xv. 13.) 
tho Asag, and the beſt Cattle were Spar'd ; {5 
theſe Men think their Reformation ſufficient, the | 
they leave their Reigning Sins Unconquer'd. 

But ſuch a Reformation as This, is no Effet of 
true Repentance , nor will i * thing with 
God; for e muſt caſt aw War /2re ſions, 
and Turm from every Evil M ay. Ni. 31. It's 
the whole Man and Heart that God requires: He 
will not be Contented to Divide with the Devil, 
as he wou'd make him, that pretends to Repem- 
ance and Reformation, and yet Remain a Slave to 
ſome Reigning Sins. 
| That Repentance which is able to Appeaſe God's 
Anger, muſt have Reſpect to all Sins, and be 
General and Univerſal. 

3. It muſt be Permanent and Laſting. Some 


Men perhaps, being ſenſible of the Infufhic! we 
— 0 


—— — — — — 


T2 


of a Partial Reformation, may Malntain ſome 
ſmall Skirmiſhes with' their Deateſt Sint: And 
finding the Judgment: of God fore upon them, 
and having thereby their Conſciences awaken'd , 
and they begin to Feel the Smart of its V bunt; 
they think it Safeſt to leave them tos And ſo 
122 as thoſe Fudgments are upon Them, and the 
Smart of thoſe late Pangs of Conſcience remains, 
they are not at all diſpoſed to Renew their For 
mer Courſes: And then they may Imagine their 
Repentance Compleat. But yet they may be 
much miſtaken : For tho they Surceaſe their Sins 
at preſent, and I will add, have no great Incli- 
nation towards them; yet poſſibly they may 
not have ſufficiently, Mortiſ d the Lafts and A, 
fefions : That former Terror may not have bred 
a ſufficient, when wand Detefation of their Sins, 


ſo as ne 4 to them in: For 
this alſo o Perfect anECompleat 
Repentance ; Bit” tis to be Fear'd ; nay, Tt's moſt 
certain, that it's often Wanting. Therefore, 

Vi muſt be Careful in this Particular allo, to 
have a, thorough Mortification wrought within 
Us, and an irreconcilable Hatred to Sin rooted in 
Our very Souls: For if after Our Conſciences are 
a little Eag'd, and an apt Temptation offers itſelf; 
if we do not then! and out, but purſue our for- 
mer Courſes: . If we return with the Dog to the 
Vomit, or with the Som, to ber Wallowing in the 
Aire, then we are as far from being Reconcil'd 


to 
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to God by Vu ' Repentance, as if we had never 
Attempted any thing towards it. And if Got 
ſov'd Suſpend )his''Fadgments for a Time, we 
may well expect them to Return again, as we 
return to Our Imquities. | 

"Thus you ſee the Reformation we undertake 
muſt be Permanent and Lafting, and Continue to 
the very Period of Life, whatever Occaſions may 
be Offer'd, and whatever Temptations, with how 
Beautiful and Promiſing an A/pef ſoever, may 
be thrown in our Way. 

Thus it's obvious, what that Repentance Is, 
which is able to Appea ſe God's Anger, and to 
Turn his Fudgnems from Us. Tis not meerly 
Confeſton a ou Sins, but a Percy, Total and Con- 
tine Forſaking of . Them. 1 | 

Let chi de our Sandtuam 1 wferua 
Ruin an lation And may ſafely add; if 
ſuck a dance were Tran a 
onght te be; were it bilias1 Ve as 
and Encompaſs'd the whole No, we — 
ſoon expect a very happy Charge, Peaceable and 
Halcionian Days, a perfect Freedom from Frights 
and Terrors, and the amazing Tokens of God's 
Diſpleaſure ! 

Let us All Endeavour to let God's Chaſtiſements, 
whether upon Our ſelves or Others, have their pro- 
per Efefts, viz. the Amendment of Our Lives 
and Converſations, and by this Means we may 
Turn the greateſt Mitfortunes into Bleffirgs ; and 
— tt lab by 


035) ; 
by a more Divine Chymiftry, Extract Gogd'out of 
Evil; and by | Converting Our Saviour f Parable, 
make a Corrupt Tree bring forth Good Fruit. Let 
us be patient in our T7:þbulations, and let the 
Thoughts of Our or Others paſt or preſent Calami- 
ties, {0 work upon us, that we may need them 
no more. Let us begin to Dread the Laſhes of an 
Angry God, who hath given us All-fi Wer Ear- 
my of his Diſpleaſure. 

If we take not Warning by what we have ſeen, 
and heard; let us know aſſuredly, that Omnipe- 
tence can provide yet greater Puniſhments : And 
altho' we may ſeem to have drawn dry the very 
Tp of his. Viols , yet He 5 4 us Himſelf, 
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gether, in one 'c 008, one l, in one _ the 
ſame Spirit; and make the Fervency of aur Prayers, 
Plead and Intercede for the Continuance of the 
Peace of our Feruſalem : And if at any Time God 
doth Scourge us for our Sins, let us ſubmit Our- 
ſelves to his Coe Hand, and ſo make the 


Afidions of this Tife, became the happy Inſfru- 
ments of our Peace and Salvation in the World to 
come. Let us Repent from the very Bottom of 
18 our 
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We ga he Prayers and Blefin's of Thoſe,to whom 
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bur Hearts, and in the higheſt Tranſports and 
Agonies of our Souls, Pray to God to Forgive g 
our Sins, that we may become New Men and Ne 
Oe and make our Calling. and Election ſure. * 
And to make this Repentance compleatly Per- 
beck, we muſt not Forget to be remarkably Cha- 
ritable, to ſuch Object and Families, as (through 
the Misfortunes of: Sickneſs, c. are Oppreſs d, 
and ſuch whom we either Know Ourſelves, or 
are Aſſur d by Thoſe who will not deceive us) 
are real Objefs of our Pity and Compaſſon 
Other Perfe4ons, are of a more Melancholie 
1 * Solitary Diſpoſition, and Shine brighteſt 
hen the ee alone, or Attain'd to by Few; 
MN make hem go and they ſoon 
eee ere. But it 286 the N. ature of 
„(Genn eri, . itſelf, 
and the it Spes, the more ori- 
ous if % i, ep; 5 IT * 
 Tdibo(banapbic, and Evi, ang. "2 
ers, iy t Moo Savio. id 


Vo Math: But 
the Conſcience, of A will-Refreſh our 
even under the Pangs of Death. 
ef Charity are the beſt Deeds of Settlement. 


we Extead-our Charity; aud it's no fmall Thing, 
to have the Bleſing 92 them that are ready to 


Periſh to come © e _— 
_— Then 
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ne well hope, * Gel will be P 
- arnd-mef Gracious to Ve that He will 
ring anyFidlupon us that He will Pardon ti 
. Sia f Ibis Nation, Which have dray 

Fad and heavy Fudgments upon us: That He wi 
vert thoſe: Fadgments which have been Infflicte 
upon other: Nerghbouring Nations, and which « 
manifold Sins and Provocations have as juſt! 
deſerv'd-: That He will yet vouchſafe a Specia 
to Us; that He will Continbe His Mercy 
eoteſant Religion to Us, and our Pofterity 
dae Time, rer Peace, Safety an 
Proſperity to v8.40; £ ö Yo 1s 
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